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easily become simply a pretext. In this way a revolutionizing
of the outlook of the military authorities themselves is easily
produced.
This is exactly what is happening in Germany, where the
system of Wehiwirtschaft, with its extreme concentration on the
utilization of substitutes, its radical control of trade, and its
continually tightening control of consumption and production,
is beginning to produce a totalitarian, Bolshevist system of
economic planning. This economic system is being developed,
however, not in the interest of the efficiency of the national
defence but as a revolutionary phase in the course of the
progressive revolution of dynamism. It is not a necessity but a
course pursued for its own sake.  It does not serve the nation
but the continued dominance of the revolutionary leaders.
It does nothing to raise the standard of living of the working
population or to produce a juster distribution of the products of
labour, but at least it enables such measures as the Eintopf-
sonntag,  the monthly  "one-course  dinner  Sunday,"  to   be
interpreted as social advances, and gradually prepares the way
for the standardized feeding which will be celebrated in war-
time and perhaps even earlier, as a new sign of the "classless
State" and the Volksgeminschaft, the "community of the united
nation."
The cardinal question in this whole German enterprise is: is
not this a vast blunder? Does not excessive planning and
preparation imply a total exhaustion of the nation before the
emergency arises? Is not the nation already wearied, and the
economic system breaking down? In the Deutsche Volkswirt of
July i6th, 1937, Major Beutler, of the General Staff, expressed
this notable opinion on Wekrwirtschaft: "A national economic
system that defies economic principles (die das Wirtschafts-
prinzip verneint] will very quickly be overtaken by the economic
systems of other countries, and so will be depreciated also from
the point of view of war." This is a sharp condemnation of the